Parsha Perspectives

The Torah explains (Deut. 21:22-23) that if a person is found guilty of a capital offense
and is executed, his corpse must be impaled on a stake but it may not remain there overnight.
The body must be buried on the same day "for an impaled body is an affront to God." Since
Man is created in God's image, even the corpse of one guilty of the worst crime may not be
disgraced.

Rashi cites a medrash from Sanhedrin 46b that offers the following parable. Twin
brothers lived in the same city. One became a king; the other became a criminal and was
hanged. All who saw the hanging corpse would exclaim, "The king is hanging." So similar is the
human body to the divine image that we worry a passerby will mistake the former for the latter.

But is this really the Torah's concern? One who sees the corpse will probably not
conclude that the King of Kings is hanging. But perhaps he should. If we recognize that every
individual is created in the image of God and take it to heart, then we may very well confuse the
hanging corpse with God Himself, at least for a moment.

Often, the Torah reflects the imperfect reality in which we find ourselves. An example of
this is the eshet yefat to'ar, discussed at the beginning of the parsha. In such a case, the Torah
teaches us how to respond when we find ourselves in a less than ideal situation. In this case,
however, the Torah does the opposite. Burying the corpse on the same day as the execution
prevents a passerby from mistaking the hanging body with the image of God. Such a mistake is
quite reasonable, but only if we recognize the relationship between the human being and the
image of God. The two are, of course, not the same thing but are rather like twin brothers,
easily confused with one another.

This week’s Dvar Torah was submitted by David Fryman,
a student at Fordham Law School and an active member of Mt. Sinai.

Parsha Puzzler @

To what types of birds does the mitzvah of shiluach hakein (sending away
the mother bird before taking her eggs or her young) apply?

"spJiq Jaysoy |[e 0} saidde yeazyw ey

sk st sk she sk sk ske sk sk st st sk skeske st sk ste sk sk sk sk skeoske sk st sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk steosteo sk sk sk sk ste sk skeoske sk skeoske sk sttt skt sk steoste sk skeoskeoskeoskoskoskostostosteoskotko sk stk skoskokokokokokololkokokoskok

Mt. Sinai

BS”D

Mount Sinai Jewish Center
of Washington Heights

Jewish Center:
135 Bennett Avenue
New York, NY 10040
212-568-1900

Rabbi: R’ Mordecai Schnaidman
President: Gerry Cohen
Vice-President: Ben Sandler
Administrator: Emma Lebowitz

Office Hours:

e Monday, Wednesday: 9 — 1
e Tuesday, Thursday: 9 — 1

e Friday: 9 — 12

e Sunday: Closed

August 25, 2007 e 11 Elul, 5767 e Parshat Ki Tetze
www.mtsinaishul.com

s st sfe she she she sk she sk sk st sk s sie st sfe st she she s she sk sk sk st s ke ste sk st sfe st sfe she sk she sk sk sk skeosie sk stk st sfe st she she sk she sk sk sk st s ste sk st sfe st sfe s sk she sk sk sk skt stk st sfeoste sk sk skokokokokokok

Eruv Sponsors

Eruv sponsorships are available each
week, contact the shul office for
details.

Please Note: The eruv does not
extend into Fort Tryon Park.

Seudah Shlishit

Seudah Shlishit sponsorships are
available each week, contact the shul
office for details.

The speaker will be Josh Mahler.

Sephardi Selichot Schedule:
e Sunday 8:15 a.m.
e Monday — Friday 7:15a.m.

Selichot will be held in the Multi-Purpose
room. Contact Netanel Barookhian at

Schedule
Shabbat Parshat Ki Tetze
Candle Lighting 7:23 p.m.
Mincha 7:00, 7:30 p.m.
Sephardic Minyan 7:15 p.m.
Shacharit 7:00, 9:00 a.m.
Sof Z’man Kriat Shema 9:36 a.m.
Talmud 6:00 p.m.
Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 7:00 p.m.
Maariv/Havdallah 8:27 p.m.
Weekday Schedule
Week of August 26
Shacharit
e Sunday 7:30, 8:30, 9:00 a.m.
e Mon., Thurs. 6:45, 8:00 a.m.
e Tues., Wed., Fri. 7:00, 8:00 a.m.
Mincha
o Sunday through Thursday 7:00 p.m.
Next Shabbat, Parshat Ki Tavo
e Candle Lighting 7:12 p.m.
e Mincha 7:00 p.m.
To sponsor an issue of the bulletin,
please call 718-360-8620.

Shabbat Hospitality:

: Deadline for guests
/i8> A and hosts to sign up is

LT % Thursday at noon;

please e-mail

Shabbosmeals@gmail.com.




Mazel Tov! Q%
aze
TOV

Do you have a simcha we should know about?
Be sure to contact the shul office so that your Mazel Tov can be
announced during davening on Shabbat and listed here.

Weekly Activities

e Sunday: Men’s Basketball, 9:15 — 11:15 a.m..; contact Benjy Burnat at Benjy-
qy787@verizon.net for details.

e Monday: NEW! Women’s Summer Beit Midrash Program, 8:00 p.m.; the program will
be followed by a chabura from 9:15 — 10:00 p.m.; contact Cindy Bernstein for details.
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e Monday: Women’s Basketball, 9:00 p.m.; contact Susanne Goldstone at
Welcome New Members

susghb@gmail.com for details.
e Tuesday: Open Beit Midrash, 8:00 — 10:00 p.m.

e  Wednesday: Rabbi Maybruch’s Shiur for Women, the shiur will resume at the end of
the summer.

e Wednesday: Men’s Basketball, 8:00 — 10:00 p.m.; contact Gilad Halevy at
ghalevy@chipwiz.com for details.

The shul is looking for volunteers to
help clean up the office. If you have
any time to help out, please call our
new shul administrator,
Emma, or e-mail the office at
office@mtsinaishul.com.

Simone Geller
Joshua Schechter
Leslie Treff
Chana Etengoff
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Next week begins the A Note from the Shul Office:

Got Aliyot? . Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur are & Annual Ohel Back to School Drive! " The shul office requests that

i N right around the corner— . © anyone who is moving, whether

;fnyglfygﬁ‘ﬁ not recetvec < don't forget to call the shul office for your * Please drop off any unopened | % “ o/t of Washington Heights or

you have never recleived :: High HOIiday TiCketS ASAP! :: SChOOI Supp“es fOI‘ the i s|mp|y to a different apartment i

an allyah, please see the ::0\0\0\0\0\0\0\0\0\0\0\0\0\0\0\0\0\0\0\0\0\e\0\0\0\0\0\0\0\0\0\0\0\0\0\0\:: Chlldren Of OhE'. ) § W|th|n Wash”’]gton Helghts, 3
abbaim immediately. = The box for donations will be - should please inform the shul
? . PLACE YOUR AD HERE! downstairs by the shul office, || i office of your new address as

The gabbaim are: Want to advertise in the marked for “Ohel”. soon as possible.

Benjy Burnat; Elie Klein; Yoni Ray weekly bulletin? P Il the shul offi
. ease call the shul office or
& Ben Sandler Please call 718-360-8620 The drive ends Wednesday, September 5, | e-mail them at
for detalls and pricing. so bring your supplies ASAP! ¢ office@mtsinaishul.com.
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H Contributing to Mt. Sinai H

If you are interested in sharing your Divrei Torah with us,
whether at Seudah Shlishit or in this publication,
please contact Michael Weinberger.

This week’s feature: Sponsoring the Monthly Kesher Newsletter —

[
The Kesher Newsletter is sent out every month to the entire membership. It includes a |

D’var Torah from Rabbi Schnaidman, important information about upcoming events,
and a copy of the monthly bulletin. Sponsorships cost $150 and can be obtained by
contacting the office at 212-568-1900 or via e-mail at office@mtsinaishul.com.

\4 Please return your siddurim and chumashim to their designated places after
_—

tefillah. Also, if you have borrowed any seforim from the Beit Midrash, please [
return them after you are done using them. Thank You. H
N

[
[
Don't forget to check back here next week for another donation feature. I
dJ
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